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MFHIS Court doth d t- 

33 tenbuny, Dean of Carlile to Print 
his Sermon Preached at the Pa- 

riſh Chuxeh of Sai 
day in Eaſter Week laſt, before th 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Gover- 
vors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of t 
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To THE 


"* ronr Honours BLE 
Si Charles — 
DON. 


| Lord Mayor of LON! 


Mr Lens, 


Send this Sermon, now dons, to Your Lord- 

. ſhip, dt whoſe earneſt and repeated Defire 1 
. Preach'd it; for whom I profeſs my ſelf, on ma- 
ny accounts, to have a particular Re Regard; and 
whem I ſhall, at all times, be 2 in all Chriſtian 


Services, to obey. | 


Vine ſr, and other Renkin with wh it is un- 


_ neceſſary to trouble the World, or Tour Lordſhip, have 
ſo lon g retarded the Publication of this Diſcourſe, 


that it may ſeem leſs prop-r, and ſeaſonable, in One 
or Two Paſſages of it: Thoſe, I mean, where a near | 
Proſpect of Peace is mention d. For it hath pleas d 
God, finer + it was Preas h d, 10 remove that great 


K 


F N £ . 3 - SOIT. 7 
s 8 7 * n $ aj RE 2 - E. Fa ery : 
5 +. O's 2 Cc 9 8 e 
„ fo e Ne Wes OE or I OST OFT CITE on EO EY I oy TS TTT 
1 * n \ T3 N N 
n ; 
| , — . — 9 = TY 4 : , 1 
5 - + 1 Seen = 5 7 — Lt * — „ £ * s 
. 4 * n AS ro 
N F | N e ys 
>, : E A ö . [3 - 
2 
*% * 


| Bleſſn Fug Fe from us, ond place it more out of 
fight : not, I hope, | without a- merciful Intention 


of giving us, in his good time, what we hawe 
not now asd in ſuch a ſolemn manner as became 
us; and of enhanſing the Value of the Gift, by the 
Delay of it. I am ſure, how long ſoever we may 
wait for it, it will be beſtowed. _ ſooner than We | 
foal deſerve it. 
1 My;Lonwd, - 
The Subject of this Diſcomſe, is Charity; and the 
Deſign of i ; is, to ſtir up the Minds of thoſe, whom God's 
good Providence hath bleſs d with great Abundance; © 
and, by that means, with a Power of bleſſing many 
others. On this account (without other Conſiderations) 
I could not have pitch'd on a Name, to which I might 
have 5 d it more properly than that of your Lord- 
Hip. I offer it to Tou, my Lord, with all the Re- 
ſpect that becomes me; and with hearty Wiſves, that 
the earthly Felicities you poſſeſs, may, by your wiſe 
and good Uſe of them, lead to the Enjoyment of my 
which are eternal. 1 am 


Your Lord ſhip's | 


| Moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 


W 


- 6 8 1 TAE 


s E RMO N: 


Preach'd before the 


Right Honourzble the Lord- . Mayor 
and Court of n S. | 
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LUKE * 3 | 


He came, and looked on him, and paſſed by on 4 
other ſt ide. 


_ concerning the Traveller, that fell 

ong Thieves; who ſtripp'd, and wounded 

him, Foes kt him half dead. It happen'd, that 
ome Paſſengers ſoon afterwards came that way, and, 
among the reſt, a Levite; who, hearing the Groans 
of the wounded Perſon, or, perhaps, having an ob- 

{cure view of him at a diſtance, came nearer to in- 
form himſelf more particularly of the Matter: And, 
when he had done fo, ſtay'd nor to aſſiſt, or com- 
fort that miſerable Man dk retir'd immediately, 
and purſu'd his Journey. He came, and looked on 
B him, 


T* HESE Words are part 2 our Saviour's Pa- 
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him, and paſſed by on the other fide. It ſeems to be 
intimated in theſe Words, that this Paſſenger felt 
ſome degree of Concern, at the fight of ſo moving L 
an Object, and therefore withdrew himſelf in haſte, 1 
as not being willing to indulge it. Doubtleſs, he 7 
was not void of all Compaſſion, nor wholly igno- 
rant of his Duty in ſuch a Caſe; but he made a ſhift 
to excuſe himſelf from the neceſſity of performing 
it. His Journey might require the utmolt haſte, 
ee and why ſhould he interrupt it to no Purpoſe For 
ce he could be of no uſe to the wounded Perſon, 
ce nor had any manner of Skill in Surgery: It was 
ce re that the ſame Band of Robbers might 
ce light upon Him alſo, if he ſtay d longer in that 
ce Place; or, perhaps, there might be a Feint, a 
ce Contrivance in the Matter, to draw him into ſome 
ce ſecret Ambuſh.” By ſuch Pretences as theſe he 
ſeems to have ſatisfy'd himſelf, and ſtifled the 
Sentiments, which Natural Pity and Religion could 
not but ſuggeſt to him: He came, and looked on 
the ſiripp d and wounded Traveller, and paſſed by on 
the other fide. A lively Image, this, of the Indiffe- 
'rence and Neglect, with which too many of us, 
too often look on real Objects of Charity; and of 
the Excuſes, by which we endeavour to juſtifie ſuch 
Neglects, and to deceive our ſelves into an Opini- 
on, that they are not Culpable! It ſhall be my Bu- 
ſineſs, in what follows, to conſider the Pleas, that 
ate commonly made uſe of to this Purpoſe, and to 
* ſew 
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ſhe w the Inſufficiency, and Weakneſs of them. For, 
indeed, Theſe are the moſt ordinary, and moſt ef- 
fectual Impediments to the Exerciſe of Charity. Tis 
not, becauſe we are ignorant of the important Na- 
ture of this Duty, and of the great Streſs that is 
lay d upon it in Scripture; of the Motives vbhich 
invite, and of the Obligations vhich bind us to the 
Performance of it: I ſay, it is not on any of theſe 
Accounts, that ve neglect the Practice of Charity ;- 
but becauſe ve look upon our ſelves, as exempted 
from the General Rule, by vertue of ſome falſe Pleas 
and Pretences, Which we ſet up; and which I ſhall 
nov, therefore, particularly enumerate, and examin : 
not without an Eye, all along, on thoſe Excellent 
Inſtitutions of Charity, which it is the peculiar De- 
ſign of this Annual Solemnity to Promote, and En- 
courage. : | 


I. And the Firſt and chief Plea, : under which 
Men generally take Shelter, is that of Inability. 
« Their Circumſtances will not permit them to be- 
come Benefactors; the Publick Weight of Taxes, 
ce the General Decay of Traffick, and ſome particu- 
ec lar Lofſes, they have felt, lie heavy upon them; 
« their Families, and their Creditors do of Right lay 
ce claim to all they poſſeſs; and it would be an In- 
c jury to both, ſhould they otherwiſe diſpoſe of it. 
« The Care of the Poor is not committed to Them, 
but to the Rich, and Proſperous, and Childleſs. 
4 =. = Now, 
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Nov, it is true, that from Theſe the moſt bounti- 
ful Supplies are expected; Theſe are the great Springs, 
14 that chiefly feed the general Current of Charity; Br 
1 : . . to whom much is given, of them ſhall be much re- 
Lake quired x. However, there is ſtill a Proportion due 
it even from Thoſe, who are not Blefs'd with their 
Affluence; and, before we can excuſe our ſelves 
from paying it, it will behove us to conſider 
Whether there be no unneceſſary Expences, that 
ve ſupport; fuch, as are unſuitable to our Circum- 
ſtances, and the Duties of -our Rank and Station do 
not require; whether we are not too Magnificent 
and Sumptuous in our Table, and Attendance; in 
our Attire, and Furniture; in our Houſes, and Gar- 
dens of Pleaſure: Whether ve do not ſquander a- 
vay ſome part of our Fortune at Play, or indulge 
ſome coſtly Vice, which eats up all we have to ſpare. 
from the reaſonable Conveniencies of Life, and the 
juſt Demands of our Family. For, if any of theſe 
be the Caſe, we have no right to plead Inability, in 
reſpect of Works of Mercy, which our Faults, and 
our Follies only hinder us from promoting; but 
ought immediately to retrench thoſe ſuperfluous Ex- 
pences, in order to qualify our ſelves for the Exerciſe 
of Charity. EEG 7 


- 


The Publick Burthens,. tho they may be a good 
Reaſon for our not expending ſo much in Charity, 
as perhaps we might otherwiſe do, yet vill not 
juſtify us in giving Nothing; eſpecially, if, as thoſe 
| : | Burthens. 
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Burthens increaſe, we take care to improve in our 
FPrugality and Diligence; Virtues, which always 
become us, but more particularly in Times of War, 
and Publick Expence; however a diſſolute People, 
vhom God (in ſpight of all their Vanities and vi- 
ces) has bleſs d with Succeſs, may at preſent diſre- 
an 27 9 oat as on TOg 
= Our private Loſſes, and Misfortunes, may indeed 
= . 1 us for Charity: but it vere vorth our 
while, ſeriouſly to reflect, vhether they might not 
originally be in ſome meaſure owing to the want of 
it; 1 mean, whether ſuch Loſſes may not have 
been inflicted by God, as a juſt Puniſhment of our 
former Avarice and Unmercifulneſs, when we had 
it more in our Power than now (and yet had it as 
little in our Will) to be Charitable. And if (6, 
can ve take a ſurer, or nearer way towards repair- 
ing thoſe Loſſes, than by betaking our ſelves to the 
Practice of that Duty, the Omiſſion of which oc- 
caf1on'd them? For the Lips of Truth have faid; A 
He that giveth unto the Poor ſhall not lack *. The Li- Prov. 
beral Soul ſball be made Fat; and he that watereth, 7 | 
Hall he watered alſo himſelf r. f Fror. 


xi. 25. 


Our Children and Families have indeed a Right, 
to inherit our Fortunes ; but not altogether in Ex- 
eluſion to the Poor, who have alſo a Right (even 

| God's Right) to partake of them. As, therefore, 
ve ought not to defraud our Children, for the ſake I 
of the Poor; ſo neither ought ve to rob the * 4 
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1 of their Share, for the ſake of our Children: for 
chis is a kind of Sacrilege, and may prove an eat- 
ing Canker, and a conſuming Moth in the Eſtate L 
that we leave them. Have thy Children a due 
Senſe of Religion? They will be pleas d, that thou A 
haſt made a Pious Diſpoſal of ſuch a Part of thy 

Fortunes, as will ſanctifie and ſecure the reſt to 
them: Are they Ungracious and Diſſolute? Thou 
haſt the leſs reaſon in thy Charitable Diſtributions 
do regard them; who, perhaps, when thou art gon, 

vill be the molt forward to tax thy needleſs Parſi- 
mony, and will ſpend in Riot, what vas ſav d by 
Uncharitableneſs. 1 
Out of a tender Concern, therefore, for the 
Welfare of thy Family; that very Concern, which 
makes thee ſhut thy Hand to the Poor; open it, 
and ſcatter among them a proper Portion of the 
good Things of Life; and be not Faithleſs, but Be- 
lieving, that Thou, and They fall be Bleſſed in thy 
Deed : for there is that Scattereth, and yet Increaſeth; 

| and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but 

F. it tendeth to Poverty x. . 5 
A4 s to the Excuſe drawn from the Demands of Cre- 

ditors, if it be real, it is Unanſwerable : for no 

Alms can be given, but out of what is properly our 

Own; and nothing is our Own, but what remains 

to us, after all our juſt Debts are ſatisfy d. How- 

ever, there is one ſort of Debt, which, to whom- 
loever it is Owing, can only be Paid to the Poor; 
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1 mean, when, in the courſe of our Dealing, ve 
have either done Wrong ignorantly, or have after- 
wards forgotten the Wrong, which ve at firſt 
knowingly did; or have not within our Memory, 
or Reach, the Perſons to whom we did it. In 
ſach Caſes, all the Reparation we are capable of 
making, is, to beſtow what was thus gotten by In- 
juſtice, on proper Objects of Charity. Which is 
recable to the good Pattern ſet by Zacchæus; Be- 
hold, Lord, ſays he, the half of my Goods I give to 
the Poor, and if I have taken any thing from any 4 
Man I reftore him four-fold xk. He reſolves to IE 
make Perſonal Reflitution, where the Wrong can be dif- 8 
cover d and the vrong d Perſon reach d; and, where 
they cannot, to make the beſt Amends in his Power, by 
ſubſtituting the Poor in the room of the injur d Par- 
ty. An Example, worthy to be imitated by all 
thoſe, who are Conſcious, or ſealous, that ſome un- 
lavful Gain may (like the Nail betuixt the Join 
ings of the Stones) have fluck faſt to them, between 
buying and ſelling. The beſt way of ſatisfying that 
Debt (which deſerves to be conſider'd as well as 
Other Debts) is, by caſting a Sin-Offering (as it 
were) into ſome of theſe Publick Funds and Re- 
ceptacles of Charity; which are not more uſeful to 
the Poor, than to the Rich of this great City: for 
il they afford the One Relief, they give the Other 
alſo (what they ſometimes may, in order to the 
Quiet of their Conſciences, equally want) an hap- 
Py Opportunity of beſtowing it. Hither- 
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e from pretended Inability ; ; Which I have con- 
ſider d the more largely, in its ſeveral Branches, be- 
cauſe it is, of all others, the moſt General and 
Prevailing Illuſion: I proceed now to reckon up 
other Pleas and Pretences, which, not being of equal 
* ſhall be handled more briefly. For, : 


II. There are thoſe that plead Un ſettled Times, 
and an 1// Proſpett of Affairs (whether wrongly, or 
rightly, is not the Caſe; but there are thole that 
plead theſe things) as Impediments to the Exerciſe 
of Charity. For, in ſuch an uncertain World, who 
knows, but that he may want to Morrow what 
he gives to Day? Who knows, what the Fate of 
theſe Publick Charities may be, which are now ſo 
fair and flouriſhing ? 

But, if this be a good Objection, it will at All 
Times equally hinder us from abounding in the 
Offices of Charity; ſince there is No Time, when 
ve may not entertain ſuch Conjectures as theſe, and 
alarm our ſelves with ſuch Fears and Forebodings. 
He, that obſerverh the Wind, ſhall not ſow; and he, 
that regardeth the Cloud:, ſhall not reap, lays the 

Feel. Wiſeman *, in this very Caſe, and of theſe very 
. 4. Pretences: He that too curiouſly obſerves the Face 
of the Heavens, and the Signs of the Times, will be 

often with-held from doing what is abſolutely neceſſa- 

ry to be done in the preſent Moment; and, by 


milling * 
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Preach d before the Lord Mayor, &c. 9 
miſſing his Seed- Time, will loſe the Hopes of his 
Harveſt. And, therefore, the Counſel there given 
by the ſame Pen is, In the Morning fow thy Seed, 
and in the Evening with-hold not thy Hand: for thou 
| knoweſt not, whether ſhall proſper, either this, or that; | 
or whether they both ſhall be alike good *. Neglect no * Ecel. 
Opportunity of doing good, nor check thy deſite 
of doing it, by a vain Fear of what may happen 
to thy ſelf, or to Others, after thou haſt done it. 
It is not for thee to know the Times and the Seaſons, _ 
which the Father hath put in his own Power k. This · Ad i. 
only thou knoweſt, that the preſent Seaſon, - what ” 
ever it be, is a Seaſon of Beneficence. Do thy Du- 
ty in it, and leave the Event to Providence: for 
whether thy Work proſper, or not, Thou thy (elf 
halt ſurely proſper for the ſake of it, and not miſs 
of thy Reward. The Bleſſed Jeſus went about do- 
ing good,. under all the diſcouraging Circumſtances 
imaginable. Let us imitate his Example, and repreſs 
our Curioſity as to the Iſſues of things, by carrying 
ever in our Ears the Reproof he gave to the over- 
inquiſitive Diſciple, - Nhat is that to thee, follow 
thou me * If ve will not impart the good Things * John 
of Life to others, till we are ſatisfy d that we ſhall * 
never want them our ſelves; we muſt vholly ſuun 
up our Hands, and harden our Hearts towards the 
Poor: for no Man, not even the moſt Wealhy, + 
and Great, and Powerful among the Sons of Men, 
is exempt from the Chances of Human Life, "wo 
i, : 
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the Viciſſitudes of Fortune. If we will not encou- 
rage publick Works of Beneficence, till we are ſe- 
cure, that no Storm ſhall overturn, what we help 
to build; there is no Room for any Exhortations 
to Charity, ſince there is no guarding againſt ſuch 
* © Hazards and Accidents. However (bleſſed be God!) 
thoſe Charities which we now meet to promote, do, 
of all Others, the leaſt lye open to ſuch Exceptions, 
and Surmiſes. For they are not Ncw-fangled Devices 
of Yeſterday, whercof we have had no Know- 
| ledge, no Experience; but are (moſt of them) as 
old as the Reformation it ſelf, and have flourith'd 
together with it, and by it: ſo that, after above an 
Age and an half's Trial of them, we can judge 
furely of their uſeful Nature and Tendency, and 
fafely propheſy their Continuance. They have 
ſtood the Teſt of all Times and Revolutions; even 
of ſuch as ſcarce ſpar'd any thing that was truly Sa- 
cred and Venerable. When Sacrilegious and. Rebel- 
lious Hands had raſed the Church, even to the Foun- 
dation thereof, and laid the Honour of the Crown 
low in the Duſt; yet ſtill, ſtruck with a Reverence 
for theſe- awful Charities, they, ſuffer d them to 
ſtand undiminiſh'd, untouch'd, amidſt the common 
Ruins: and what: the Malice and Frenzy of That 
Time 3 ve have Reaſon to hope, may con- 
tinue for ever! But 1 
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III. There are many Men, ſenſible enough of their 
Obligations to Charity, and reſoly'd, ſome time or 
other, to diſcharge them: but they deſire to be ex- 
cus'd from that Duty for the preſent, and put it 
off, perhaps, to 4 Will, and a Death-Bed, and think 
it ſufficient, if they begin to do Good in the World, 
any time before they leave it. A very fatal Error! 
and very fruitful of ill Conſequences ! For a Death- 
Bed-Chariry is no better, in its kind, than a Death- 
Bed-Repentancez which ought not indeed to be 
neglected (becauſe it is the beſt thing we can do in 
thoſe Circumſtances,) but yet cannot be rely'd on. 
Seldome do Either of them proceed from a true 
Principle of Goodneſs; nor are they owing to a 
Love of Virtue, but to a Fear of Puniſhment. How- 
ever, God forbid that I ſhould condemn, or diſ- 
courage either of them; any farther than is requi- 
ſite to avaken us into an earlier Senſe of our Du- 
ty, and of the Dangers with which ſuch Delays are 
attended! Indeed, when a Man has liv'd in the 
Practice of Charity, he may alſo die in it with 
Comfort. But of what great Worth can that Sa- 
crifice be, which we never had the Heart to offer, 
'till it was going to be ſnatch'd out of our Hands? 
If we part with That only which we can keep no 
longer, what Thank have we? Whatſoever ve em- 
ploy in Charitable Uſes, during our Lives, is gi- 
ven away from our ſelves; what we bequeath at 
our Deaths, is given from others only, gur neareſt 
| 7 F”” - . 


3 
1 


n — 9 0 
IE \ IIS, . N N * 2 N 8 


— 


> * £120 28 * 8 IS, 85 * 2 pe 4 "_ 7 y * [* = * bats Thy * A * N 7 3 — ET”. 43% * * "IT Saks x hat] 4 ern ** * ** Oe — * 6 - 
n = 7 * 222 ͤ ͤ nl CO ROPES N <P * e r e RS ! EE a On Le Rhein 5c E kh oa do Os hacks A 
IO 0 * d 5 2 i 2 Fe. ; 
* * A 1 . 
* * 
. * * #.% xD a F n 4 0 a r ²˙ mA . ˙ INSERTS N 8 rm rent: 
* 
An > „ __ — 
G b 
2 :$ ? $ 
N \ : ' Oo 0 
. : | | 1 7 5 ER M N ; g ; ; 
L ; p 
- 
Cad. 4 2 na. —— a * 92 . Fe 


a — 


Relations, and Friends, vho, elſe, vould enjoy it. 
Beſides, how many Teſtamentary Charities have been 
defeated, by the Negligence, or Fraud of Executors? 
By the Suppreſſion of a Will? The Subornation of 
Witneſſes, or the corrupt Sentence of a Judge? How 
prepoſterous is it, never to ſet about Works of Cha- 


rity, whilſt ve our ſelves can ſee them perform'd; 


and then only to intend the doing them, when ir 
will be in the Power of another, to Pirate this good 
Intention 2 Nay, but be Thou thy own Executor, in 
ſuch caſes, as much as is poſſible. Inure thy ſelf 
betimes to the Love and Practice of good Deeds: 
for the longer Thou deferreſt to be acquainted with 


them, the leſs every day Thou wilt find thy ſelf di- 


ſpos'd to them. Age it ſelf, that weakens all other 


Paſſions and Deſires, adds to our Unnatural Love of 


Mony; and makes us then moſt fondly hug and 
retain the good things of Life, when we have the 
leaſt <p; mt our ſelves, of enjoying them. He on- 


ly, who hath had an early Reliſh of the Pleaſures of 
Beneficence, will then be perſuaded to abound in it; 
will be ready to give, glad to diſtribute. Where- 


fore, teach thy ſelf this Leſſon, while it is to be 
taught; and begin, this very Day, to practiſe it, by 
ſetting apart ſomething out of thy Stock, for the Uſe 


of ſome One of theſe Excellent Charities; which re- 


quire Supplies from day to day : and why, then, if 
thou art not unable, and doſt ever intend, ſhouldſt 
thou at all defer, to beſtow them? Again, 
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IV. It is alledg d, that the increaſe of Charity, 
| tcnds often to the increaſing and multiplying the 
Poor; and by that means, proves a Miſchief to the 
Commonwealth, inſtead of a Support and Benefit. 
And it mult be allow d, that, with regard to our 
Private Diſtributions of Charity, there may be ſome. 
truth in the Obſervation. The Proneneſs of good 
Men to commiſerate Want, in whatſoever ſhape it 
appears, and from whatever Caule it may ſpring ;. 
| their Eaſineſs to relieve Cheats and Vagabonds, and 
to be wrought upon by the Importunities of Cla- 
morous Beggars, are, doubtleſs, one reaſon, why 
our Poor are ſo numerous; and encourage many to 
depend upon the Merciful for their Support, who- 
might other wiſe ſeek it from their own Induſtry and 
Labour. And, therefore, of the Charity, which we 
this way beſtow, much, I fear, is miſapply d; and 
I would far rather be an Advocate for the Retrench- 
ment, than the Increaſe of it. But in our Publick Cha- 
rities, (ſuch particularly, as adorn this great City, 
and beautify this Solemnity) there is no danger of 
Exceſs 5 no room to fear, left, by the overflowing 
Bounty of Benefactors, they ſhould ever ſwell beyond 
the Neceſſities of Thoſe, who have areal Occaſion for 
them. For they are not like the Charicable Foun- 
dations in the Church of Rome, whoſe Number, 
Wealth, and dazling Splendor, exceeds all the De- 
mands, and the Deſign of Charity, and raiſes 6 
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rather than Compaſſion, in the Breaſts of Behol- 
ders. Theſe are, indeed, ſuperfluous Charities; Con- 
veniences to private Perſons, but of no real Advantage 

to the Publick : inſtead of being Receptacles for the 
truly Poor, they tempt Men to pretend Poverty, 
in order to ſhare the Advantages of them. The 
Charitable Inſtitutions, for which I plead, are of ano- 
ther Nature and Tendency; Calculated, not for 


Oſtentation, but Uſe; to anſwer the chief Ends of 
Human Life, and the neceſſary Wants of Human 


Nature: and the more, therefore, they are enlarg'd, 


the more uſeful {till will they be; nor can the Libe- 
ral Hand ever be too Liberal in ſupplying them. 


At leaſt, that cannot happen, till ſome Ages hence; 
when, therefore, it will be time enough to enter on 
ſuch a Conſideration. The 1 5 


Veh and Laſt thing (1 fall mention) by which 
we are apt to excuſe our Backwardneſs to good 


Works, is, The Ill Succeſs, that hath been obſervd 


to attend well deſign d Charities; with relation both 


to the Objects, on which they are plac'd, and the 
Hands, through which they are convey d. The firſt 


do often prove unworthy of our Bounty, and the 


latter may ſometimes divert: and miſapply it. But, 


what then? Shall we be diſcourag d from any At- 
tempt of doing good, by the Poſſibility of our fail- 
ing in it? How many of the beſt things, that 
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L | were ever done for the World, would, at this rate, 
1- have been left unattempted? Our part is, to 


chuſe out the moſt deſerving Objects, and the moſt 


by . 
7. likely ro anſwer the Ends of our Charity; and when 
: that is done, all is done, that lyes in our Power: 
P the reſt mult be left to Providence. What ve be- 
4 | ſtow on theſe Occaſions, is given by us, not as un- 
"8 to Men, but as unto God; for his Sake, and in obe- 
TY | dience to his Commands. And, with: him, the 
"Y | Value of our Gift depends not on the Succeſs of it: 
] for it is true, in this Senſe alſo, what the Apoſtle 
1 affirms, That, if there be firſt a willing mind, it is 
; accepted, according to that a Man hath, and not I 
- according to that he bath not x — according to that a 2 5 1 
5 Man hath, i. e. a ſincere Intention of doing good; © |} 
7 and not according to that he hath not in his Power, 
the effectual Accompliſhment of that Intention. 
. Shall We repine at a little miſplac'd Charity, We, 
1 who could, no way forefce the effect; when an All- 
4 knowing, All-wiſe Being, (whom it is our Duty, 
h and our Happineſs, to imitate) ſhowers down every 
ay day his Benefits on the Unthankful and Undeſerving? 
x For he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the 
a Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Fuſt and on the Un- * 
mY jaff*. He hath bleſſed Us, even Us, the moſt Sinful Math. 
and Ungrateful People in the World, with Victory, "0 
; and Triumphs, and a near proſpect of Peace, be- 


yond,. not only our Deſerts, but our very Hopes, 
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and without any Probability of our employing theſe 
Bleſſings to the good Purpoſes, for which they were 
intended l mean, the Advancement of His Glory, 
= and the Salvation of our Own Souls. Be ye, there- 
I + Mat. v. fore, merciful, as your heavenly Father alſo is merciful * 
ce ren to Objects, that may, perhaps, prove unwor- 
11 thy of your Bounty, and never anſwer the Deſign 
of it. And yet this I muſt fay, in behalf of feve- ? 
ral of thoſe Ways of Well-doing, which are now re- 
commended to you, that they are, of all others 
molt likely to attain their End, and to bring forth 
Fruit; Thoſe, I more particulacly mean, which re- 
late to the Education of Poor Children. For the force. 
of Education is ſo great, that, by the means of it, 
ve may mould the Minds and Manners of the Young 
into what Shape, what Form almoſt we pleaſe; and 
give them the Impreſſions of ſuch Habits, as ſhall 
ever afterwards remain: And, therefore, in the pro- 
moting of This fort of Charity, ve act under the 
pleaſing View, and, indeed, under the utmoſt Aſſu- 
rance of Succeſs; if a due care be but taken by Thoſe, 
who have the Conduct of Our Bounty. And it is 
a certain Proof, that ſuch a Care hath always been 
taken by the Worthy Governors of Theſe, and the 
Reſt of the City-Charities; that they have thriven, 
and proſper d gradually from their Infancy, down to 
this very day: as they could never have done, if 
the Integrity, and Prudence, and Godly Zeal of 
tholc, by whom they were adminiſtred, had not been 
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as conſpicuous all along, as the Excellence and Uſe- 
fulneſs of the Charities themſelves. To this wiſe 
Management it is owing, that the Stream of Bene- 
ficence, which atꝭ firſt was not great, hath, by ſeve- 
ral Rivulets, which have ſince fallen into it, in its 
Courſe, wonderfully enlarg d its Current, and grown 
wider and deeper ſtill, the farther it hath flow'd. 
Even at, this day there are not wanting Some, who, 
ſtruck with the Beauty and Uſefulneſs of theſe Cha- 
rities, and obſerving the. Care and Fidelity with 
which they are directed, break through all the Difh- 
culties and Obſtructions that now lye in the way to- 
wards advancing them. Notwithſtanding the Ge- 
neral Decay of Traffick, and the growing weight of 
Taxes, and the many Rival-Charities which have 
been lately Erected; -notwithſtanding an Univerſal 
Diſſolution of Manners under which we groan; not- 
withſtanding the prevalence of Infidelity and Pro- 
Phaneneſs, and of that Irreligious Scorn, with 
which good Men, and good-Defigns are now pub- 
lickly treated ; yet ſtill, I fay, there are Some, who 
pleaſe themſelves in patronizing and- encouraging 
theſe uſeful Deſigns, and in rendring them every 
day more Uſeful, and more Amiable. May God 3 
continue the Zeal of ſuch Perſons, and increaſe their 
Numer 

It will, I am perſuaded, conduce to this End, to 
have a true Account of the preſent State and 9 
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of the ſeveral Foundations of Charity, belonging to 
this City, now laid before you. 09 | 


Here the REPORT was read. 


' You have heard, what the preſent Condition, 
and Exigencies of theſe ſeveral Charities are; and I 
doubt not, but you are diſpos d, and reſolv'd, ac- 
cording to your ſeveral Abilities, to do ſomewhat 
towards the Supply of them. Your own merciful 
Temper, and the Application, I have already made, 
of what has been offer d, under each particular Head 4 
of Diſcourſe, might render a ſolemn and form'd Ex- 3 
hortation needleſs. You are thoroughly acquaint- J 
ed with the Extenſive Nature and Influence of theſe 4 
Admirable Deſigns; and poſſeſt with a true Senſe 1 

of their Beauty, and Uſefulneſs: You have a near 
and daily Experience of the Uprightneſs, Wiſdom, 
and Frugality with which they are conducted; The 
pityable Perſons, reliev d in theſe ſeveral ways, are con- 
ſtantly under your Eye, and Obſervation ;. and there- 
fore 1 do, in their behalf, appeal to your own Know- 
| ledge, and very Senſes, which perſuade more power- 
fully than any Arguments: If the moving Objects 
themſelves, with which you fam iliarly converſe , 
be not eloquent enough to raiſe Compaſſion, mere 
Words, I fear, will ſcarce be effectual. However, 
for the fake of thoſe, who have not ſuch affecting 
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Opportunities, and yet may be well-inclin'd to Works 
of Mercy; ſomewhat I ſhall ſay of the ſeveral In- 
ſtances of Charity, to which the Report (now read 
to you) refers. I 


There is a Variety in the Tempers even of good 
Men, vith relation to the different Impreſſions they 
receive from different Objects of Charity. Some Per- 
ſons are more eaſily and ſenſibly rouch'd by one 
ſort of Objects, and ſome by another: But there 
is no Man, who, in the variety of Charities now 
propos'd, may not meet with that which is beſt ſuited 
to his Inclination, and which of all others he would 
molt deſire to promote and cheriſh. For here are 
the Wants of grown Men, and Children; of the 
Soldier, the Seaman, and the Artificer; of the Diſ- 
eas d, the Maim'd, and the Wounded; of Diſtract- 
ed Perſons, and Condemn'd Criminals; of ſturdy 
wandring Beggars, and looſe diſorderly Livers; nay, 
of thoſe who counterfeit Wants of all kinds, while 
they really want nothing but due Correction and hard 
Labour; at one view, repreſented to you. And, ſurely, 
ſcarce any Man, who hath an Heart capable of Tender- 
neſs, can come and look on all theſe 0 Spectacles at 
once; and then paſs by on the Other fide, without ex- 
trending a merciful Hand to relieve any of them. 
Some may delight in building for the Uſe of the Poor; 
cthers in Feeding, and Clothing them, and in * 
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that Manual Arts be taught them: Some, in pro- 
viding Phyſick, Diſcipline, or Exerciſe for their Bo- 
dies; others, in procuring the Improvement of their 


Minds by uſeful Knowledge: Some may pleaſe 
themſelves in redreſſing the Miſchiefs occaſion'd by the 
wicked Poor; others, in preventing thoſe Miſchicfs, 


by ſecuring the Innocence, of Children and by impart- 


ing to them the unvaluable Bleſſing ofa Virtuous and 


Pious Education: Finally, Some may place their chief 


ſatisfaction in giving ſecretly vhat is to be diſtribu- 


ted; Others, in being the open and avow'd Inſtru- 


ments of making and inſpecting ſuch Diſtributions. 


And whoever is particularly diſpos d to any one, or 
more of theſe Methods of Beneficence, may (I ſay) 


within the Compaſs of thoſe different Schemes of 
Charity, which have been propos d, find room 
enough to exerciſe his Chriſtian Compaſſion. To 


go over them particularly —- 


Haſt thou been Educated in the Fear of God, 
and a ſtrict Practice of Virtue? Was thy tender Age 
fenc'd and guarded every way from Infection by 


the Care of wiſe, Parents and Maſters? And ſhall 
not a grateful Reliſh of thy own great Felicity in 
chat Reſpect, render thee Ready and Eager to pro- 
cure the ſame. Happineſs for Others, who equally 
need it? Shall it not make thee the Common Guar- 
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Preach'd before the Lord- Mayor, 


left as Unclaatb d and Naked altogether, as n 
Bodies; and who are expos d to all the Temptations of 


Ignorance, Want, and Idleneſs? : 


Art thou a true Lover of thy Country ? Zealous 
for its Religious and Civil Intereſts > - and a chear- 


ful Contributor to all choſe -Publick Expences which 5 


have been thought neceſſary to ſecure them, againſt - 


the Attempts of the Common Enemy and Op: 
preſſor? is the near Proſpect of all the Bleſſings of 


Peace welcome and deſirable to thee? and wilt thou 
not bear a tender Regard to all thoſe, who have 


| Joſt their Health and their Limbs in the rough Ser- 


vice of War, to ſecure theſe Bleſſings to thee? 


| Canſt thou ſee any one of them lye by the way, as 
it were, ſtripp d, and wounded,and half-dead; and yer 


paſs by on the other fide, without doing as much 
for thy Friend, as that good Samarizan+did for bis 
Enemy, when he had Compaſſion on him, and went 
to him and bound up his Wounds, pouring in Ole 
and Wine, and brought him to an Inn (or Houſe of Com- 
mon Reception; ſo the Word, , ſignifies) 
and took care. of him: 355 

_ Have thy reaſoning Faculties been eclips d at any 
Time by ſome accidental Stroke? by the mad Joys 


of Wine, or the Exceſs of Religious Melancholy: 
5 by a Fit of an Apoplexy; or the Rage of -a burn- 


ing Feaver? and haſt Thou, upon chy Recovery, 
been made ſenſible, ro what a wretched: State that Ca- 
* 3 lamity 
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A Spital SERMON, 


lamity reduc'd thee? and what a fad Spectacle, to 
all thy Friends and Acquaintance, it render'd thee? 


* 


And ſhall not this Affliction, which thou haſt felt 


'xhy ſelf, or perhaps obſerv'd in others, who were 
near and dear to thee; ſhall it not lead thee to 
Commiſerate all Thoſe, who labour under a ſettled 
Diſtraction 2 who are ſhut out from all the Plea- 
ſures and Advantages of Human Commerce, and e- 
ven degraded from the rank of Reaſonable Creatures? 


Wilt thou not make Their Caſe, Thine? and take 


Pity upon Them, whocannot take Pity upon them- 
ſelves? Wilt thou not contribute, to the beſt of thy 


Power, either towards reſtoring the defac'd Image 


of God upon their Souls; or (if that cannot be done) 
towards ſupporting them, for a while, under a Chari- 
table Confinement, where human Nature may be 
reſcu d from that Contempt, to which ſuch Objects 
55 expoſe it? 3 | 


7 


Once more; Haſt thou ſuffer d at any time by Va- 


gabonds and Pilferers? hath the Knowledge, or O- 
pinion of thy Wealth expos d thee to the Attempts 
of more dangerous and bloody Villains? have thy 


unquiet Slumbers been interrupted by the Appre- 


henſion of nightly Aſſaults, ſuch as have terrifyd, 


and perhaps ruin d ſome of thy unfortunate Neigh- 
bours? Learn from hence duly to eſteem and pro- 


mote thoſe uſeful Charities, vhich remove ſuch 
Peſts of human Society into Priſons and Work- 


Houſes, 
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Preach d before the Lord. Mayor, Ac. 23 


Houſes, and train up Youths in the Ways of Dili- 
gence, who would otherwiſe take the ſame deſperate 
Courſes : . which reform the Stubborn by Correcti- 
| on, and the Idle by hard Labour; and would, if 
| carry'd to that Perfection of which they are capable, 
go a great way towards making Life more comfort... 
able than now it is, and Property it ſelf more valna- 


ble. 


Theſe are the ſeveral Ways of Beneficence, vhich 
you are now call'd upon to Practiſe. Many Ar- 
guments might be urg d, to induce You to it: but 
1 am ſenſible, I detain Ygu too long; and, there. 
fore, ſhall uſe but One; however ſuch an one, as is 
equal to many, and cannot but have great Weight 
Vith all that call themſelves Chriſtians. It is this— - 
That our Bleſſed Saviour went before us, in the 
Practice of every One of theſe Four Inſtances of well - 
doing, which I have now recommended to You. 

His Compaſſion and Benignity towards little | 
Children is obſery'd by all the Evangeliſts; and with , 
ſuch Circumſtances, as ſhew, that he laid great Streſs /i | 
upon this kind of Charity, and did, ina peculiar man- 
ner, recommend it to all his Followers. For, when 
his Diſciples rebuted thoſe, who brought Toung Chil- - 
= dren unto him, he was much diſpleas d, and ſaid un- 

== 79 them, Suffer thelittle Children to come unto me, and 
2H forbid them not; for of ſuch is the Kingdom of — | 


3 r 
AX | ,_ Ry 
. vr 7 * C 
8 8 
78 5 - 
" 


bt 


| Verily, I ſay unto you; I huſoewer all not receive 
the Kingdom of God, as-a little Child, he ſhall not 
enter therein. And he took«them up in his Arms, 
. his Hande: upon them, and Bleſſed them Xx. It was 
1 13, 14, impoſſible for him to have ſhew d a greater Ten- 
56. derneſs and Concern for the Infant- State, than by 
| what he ſaid, and did, on this Occaſion. And, leſt 
we ſhould ſtill be apt to diſdain ſuch humble Offi- 
ces, and not to think them of Importance ſuffici- 
ent to employ our Thoughts; he farther aſſures us, 
that the Care of theſe Little ones is committed to 
miniſtring Spirits, who attend continually on this ve- 

ny Thing ——I ſay unto you, that in Heaven their 
e Angels do always behold the Face of my Father which 
WM: is in Heaven k. And we cannot, ſurely, think it be- 
Mt. neath us, to ſhare with thoſe glorious Beings, in 

Sui ſuch an Adminiſtration! © 5 

As to the Cure of the Diſeas'd, the Maim d and 
the Infirm, it was his familiar and every Day's Em- 
ployment; I muſt wort the Works of him that ſent 
me (lays he, in relation to theſe very Cures) whilſt it is 
Pay; The Night cometh, when no Man can work *: and, 


Day of working expir'd, and he left this World, 
19 Vas, the healing the Ear of the high Prieſt's Servant, 
whom St. Peter had voun dec. 
His Compaſſion towards the Diſfraſted and Lu- 
natick, appears in divers Inſtances: for Such many 


F | || «jotmix, therefore, the very laſt Miracle he did, before his 
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of thoſe Demoniacks, ſeem to have been, whom he 
heal'd in great Numbers. The Deſcriptions, which 

the Evangeliſts give of theſe wretched Objects, and 
of the ſeveral Symptoms with which their Mala- 
dies vere attended, are very particular and moving; 
and ſhe w, that both our Bleſſed Lord, and the Holy Pen- 
Men of his Story, were deeply affected with them. 
Hear the Account, given by St. Mark, of one In- 
ſtance of this kind; the Man with an unclean Spirit, 
W whoſe Name was Legion! He had his dwelling a- 
W mong. the Tombs, and no Man could bind him, no 
not with Chains; becauſe he had been often bound 
with Fetters and Chains, and the Chains had been 
pluck'd aſunder by him, and the Fetters broken in 
Pieces; neither could any Man tame him. And al- 
ways, night and day, he was in the Mountains, and 
in the Tombs, crying, and cutting himſelf with Stones. 
Our Saviour took pity on him; and ve find him 
ſoon afterwards fitting at Jeſus Feet, clothed, and 


alo of that ſevere Charity, which conſiſts in Cor- 
bora] Puniſhment and Correction. For, when he ſaw 
the outward: Court of the Temple profan'd by un- 
godly Merchandize, He, who was Meekneſs and 
Mildneſs it ſelf, made 4 Scourge of ſmall Cords, and 
= drove theſe buyers and ſellers out of the Temple, and 
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| have tine, at two Grand 8 and with fo 

remarkable a Degree of Holy Warmth and Indig- 

nation, as made his Diſciples a ply to him what 
the Plalmiſt had ſaid, The Zeal of thine * hath. 

Ihn xi. eaten me up * 

Lon fee, Bracdavedl, what a Divine Warrane you 
have, for aboundivg in all thoſe Offices of Cha- 
rity, which are this day propos d to you; and 
.which the Saviour of the World did not hirmſelf 
in Perſon diſdain to exerciſe. If, therefore, there be 
any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
＋ any . fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels, and 

Phil. xi. Landes, ; fulfil y 2 the Work, to which ye are in- 

5 x vited, ng 8 Look not every Man om hir 

own Things, but every Man alſo on the things ef 
another! Let this Mind be in you, which was alſo in 

* **IW.iv.s. Chrift F-ſus *; who did (as you have heard) in every 
| Inſtance, vhat you are exhorted 20 do; and, by ſo 

ing. left us an Example, that we Ho follow his 
fleps! Let us look up to him, not only as the Author 
and Finiſber of our Faith, but as the perfect Rule 
and Meaſure of our Obe remembring, and 
applying, thoſe few, bur Empharical Words, with 

-which he concludes the Parable of the good Sama. 

ritan, from whence my Text is taken; Go thou, and | 

do likewiſe. Which God of his infinite Aer 

Grant, Ge. 
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